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Dear VSU Parent
ts a new year and

once again time for

a new semester to
begin at VSU. We are
experiencing many
changes in our Housing
and Residence Life
department, perhaps
similar to the growing
pains that your student
has experienced.

Your student has likely changed quite
a bit during this past semester, especially
if they are a freshman. Maybe your son
is now sporting a goatee, something he
didn t have before. Maybe your daughter

has an extra piercing or two in her ear.
Maybe you are even noticing that the
multiple daily phone calls have been
reduced to once a day! Your student is
likely becoming more at ease with making
their own decisions. These changes often
take time to get used to, but hopefully
they will prove bene cial in the long run.

Well, our department is undergoing
something similar. Part of our mission is
to house 25% of all the undergraduate
students by the year 2014. The
University s enrollment is projected to be
approximately 16,400 students in 2014,
while we are presently just shy of 11,000.
In order for us to do this, we must build
additional state of the art residence halls
to house at least 4,000 students.

We have currently proposed a plan
to start the process with Hopper Hall.
Hopper currently houses 200 men in a
traditional double-loaded corridor style
with two residents per room. If our plan
is approved, the new Hopper will provide
suite style accommodations, something
our campus currently does not provide.
In order to get ready for this, we plan to

demolish Hopper Hall, which would result
in 200 fewer beds for the coming year.

Thus, our accommodations for
returning students may be quite limited.
Returning students will be given
preference in the following order: current
freshman (rising sophomores), then
sophomores (rising juniors), and nally
juniors and above (rising seniors or
graduate students). The current seniority
rule and room squatting rights will not
be honored this year as a result of the
bed count and our commitment to house
freshmen students rst. It is our sincere
hope this is a one year aberration, and we
can return to our traditional policies when
Hopper Hall re-opens with 500 new suite-
style beds in August, 2008!

Yes, your student is undergoing
changes and so is VSU Housing. | am
con dent that these growing pains will
make for a brighter future.

Sincerely,
Dr. Thomas W. Hardy
Director, Housing & Residence Life



Living Accommodations
for 2007-2008 Academic School Year

Options for Returning Students

Your upperclassmen will be allowed to choose between
Centennial Hall and Converse Hall for the 2007-2008 school
year.

Centennial Hall is our newest 518 bed facility that features
individual bedrooms, a kitchen shared by no more than 4
residents, 1-2 bathrooms, and a dining/living room area.
Centennial is conveniently located next to the Campus
Recreation Center and gives upperclassman some much
needed privacy, but still has a peer and professional level
staff to program and provide emergency assistance as
needed.

Converse Hall, the other upper-class facility, is our original
apartment community. Converse Hall is small at only 99 beds
but has an ideal location in the center of campus. Converse
has two varieties of apartments, a 1 bedroom ef ciency and
a traditional 1 bedroom (that holds two residents).

These two 12-month facilities (students must sign a 12
month contract August — July) will be the only residence
halls for upperclassmen for 2007-2008. Upper-class
students enjoy these buildings because of privacy, the
kitchens, and the ability to stay during the break periods.

Housing Improvements

As stated in the Director s letter, we are excited to share
with you our plans to begin the next phase of improvements
to student housing for our future students! These proposed
improvements (subject to appropriate approvals) would
begin with the enhancement of Hopper Hall starting in the
Summer 2007. If this occurs, this all male building would be
taken of ine to expand residential living options and improve
campus aesthetics while also increasing the amount of beds
available to students. Improvements to Hopper Hall would
begin immediately after Spring semester and therefore
housing could potentially be down approximately 200 beds
for the upcoming academic year. To continue our freshmen
residency program, less space will possibly be available
for Sophomore, Junior and Senior students. Thus, we are
planning for only 500 beds to be reserved for upperclassmen
for 2007-2008.

On Campus Room Selection Process
— March 5 -9, 2007

You need to know how your upperclassman will request
a room. From March 5-9, 2007 we will hold our annual
room selection process. Each student will be allowed to
participate based on the number of credit hours completed
and GPA. Please note that Housing places their primary



focus on housing underclassmen
(freshmen and sophomores) due to
socialization, academic success, and
personal growth.

Your student simply needs to report

to the University Center

Cypress

Room on their designated date and

time to sign up for a space on campus,
and at this time a $300 deposit is due.
If your student plans to live on campus

for the 2007-2008 academic school

year there will be a meeting about the
process in their current Residence Hall

the week of February 26, 2007.

Location: University Center

Cypress Room

TIME MON TUES WED THUR FRI
March 5, 2007 March 6, 2007 March 7, 2007 March 8, 2007 March 9, 2007
Undergraduates | Undergraduates | Undergraduates | Undergraduates Participation
that have that have that have that have is open to all
9:00 am completed 21 completed 21 completed 22-59 | completed 60 current VSU
11:30 am | hours or less, hours or less, hours, and have | hours or more students.
andhavea3.4 | andhavea20 | aZ2.60GPAor and Graduate
GPA or higher GPA or higher higher Students, and Process ends
have a 2.75 GPA )
or higher at 12:00 noon.
Undergraduates | All All All
that have Undergraduates | Undergraduates Undergraduates
11:30 am completed 21 that have that have that have
2:00 pm hours or less, completed 21 completed 22-59 | completed 60
and have a 3.0 hours or less hours hours or more
GPA or higher and All Graduate
Students
Undergraduates | Undergraduates | Undergraduates | Current
that have that have that have students that
completed 21 completed 22-59 | completed 60 do not live on
2:00 pm hours or less, hours, and have | hours or more campus
4:30 pm and have a 2.5 a_3.25 GPA or and Graduate
GPA or higher higher Students, and
have a 3.25 GPA
or higher




Living Accommodations
for 2007-2008 Academic School Year

Housing Deposit

Starting the 2007-2008 school year, Housing and
Residence Life will collect a $300 deposit. The deposit
is now a one time fee that will be refunded to the student
once they decide to no longer live on campus or upon
graduation. The $300 deposit can be paid in cash, credit
card, or check. Students will not be allowed to participate in
the room selection process unless they pay the $300 on their
designated day and time.

Wait List Process

Because of the limited space for returning students, please
be aware that not all returning students are guaranteed
to receive a space on campus during the room selection
process. If your student does not receive a space, they will
have the opportunity to be placed on the returning student
wait list. Students placed on the wait list will be able to nd
out their status beginning Thursday, March 22; however,
Housing will work until the August opening to Il all students
on the wait list who still desire a 2007-2008 placement. There
is no guarantee that being on a wait list will ultimately result
in an offer to move. Priority for vacant upperclass spaces
is given to residents remaining from the March 2007 wait
list sign-up before other residents. Wait list room offers will
be made via phone call and/or email sent to your student s
valdosta.edu email address. They will have only 24 hours to
accept an offer from the time it is sent, so please make sure
your student reviews their messages and/or email frequently.

Apartment Fair

In recognition that not all returning students can live on
campus next year, the Of ce of Housing and Residence Life
will be hosting an off-campus apartment fair on March 26-27,
2007 in the University Center Magnolia Room. Because
our housing spaces are limited for fall, we wanted to help all
of our current residence hall students make any alternative
living arrangements for the upcoming academic year.
The Apartment Fair will be an opportunity for all students

interested in off-campus housing to come and ask questions.

Representatives from local apartment communities will be
attending to provide information about their rates, deposits,
and lease information. If students plan to live off campus
next year, we highly encourage them to participate in this
opportunity to learn more about the various off campus
options available.

Summer School Housing Sign-up

Students currently living on campus in a traditional style
residence hall will have a special application period for
Summer 2007. The summer application process falls in
April (April 2-4). Students simply need to come by our of ce
to submit their application and contract. Please visit our
website for more information.






