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Welcome Parents.

he Housing and

Residence Life of ce

wanted to take a minute

to establish a clear path

of communication for
our Blazer parents. This newsletter
will be issued on a semesterly basis
(the next issue in the Spring) and
contain all the important information
such as openings and closings, as
well as general of ce updates that
affect your son or daughter and
their living arrangements. | highly
encourage you to contact us via
phone, email, fax or regular mail if
ever you have questions we might be
able to answer for you. Our website
is constantly being updated also,
S0 be sure to keep http://housing.
valdosta.edu bookmarked on your
web browser.

Please know that we have
dedicated undergraduate student
leaders and full-time/graduate
professionals in each residence
hall to make your student s stay as
personally enriching as possible.
Now that mid-terms are over, it is
time for every student to study hard
and do well on their nal exams. The

in-hall staff can help to make this a
reality. Feel free to ask your son or
daughter when was the last time they
spoke with their RA. They are there
to assist them with their social and
intellectual development and know
where to turn if your child needs a
little extra boost in their study skills.

A few extra resources for parents
to be aware of is the Parent s
Resource Center at http://www.
valdosta.edu/prc/ and the Parents
and Families Association at http://
www.valdosta.edu/pfa/. Both
are part of VSU s ongoing effort
to remain connected to the best
partners we have, our students

home team .

As we start to enter the holiday
season, | hope that your student
had a good experience living with
us this semester. | look forward to
continuing the dialogue in the Spring
semester.

Sincerely,
Dr. Thomas W. Hardy
Director, Housing & Residence Life



Housing Info

he Mission of the Of ce

of Housing & Residence

Life at Valdosta State
University is to provide
affordable quality housing in a
safe and secure environment.
Our caring and competent staff
is committed to serving our
students by creating a holistic
living and learning community
which fosters: education,
diversity, civic engagement,
recreation, and personal growth
through programming and
leadership opportunities.

Housing Quick Facts

Over 2300 students currently reside
in nine residence halls. This is the
largest resident population in VSU
history!

Approximately 26% of all enrolled
undergraduates live in campus
housing

Students from all academic
classi cations are assigned throughout
campus housing

Traditional Residence Halls
versus Apartment Style

Residence Halls

Traditional Halls Brown Hall,
Georgia Hall, Hopper Hall, Langdale
Hall, Lowndes Hall, Patterson Hall, and
Reade Hall. These buildings operate
on a nine month contract (August

May) and close for Thanksgiving
Break, Winter Break, and Spring Break

Apartment Style Centennial Hall
and Converse Hall. These buildings
operate on a 12 month contract
(August July) and stay open for all
holidays and breaks.

Room Selection for the
2007-2008 School Year

Room selection for the next
academic year is just around the
corner. The Housing and Residence
Life Department has made some
changes to the room selection process
for the 2007-2008 school year. If your
student plans to live on campus for the
2007-2008 academic school year there
will be a meeting about the process in
their current Residence Hall the week
of February 26, 2007. Room selection

will begin March 5, 2007 and at this
time a $300 deposit is due. The $300
deposit is now a one time fee that will
be refunded to the student once they
decide to not renew their housing
contract or upon graduation. The $300
deposit can be paid in cash, credit
card, or check. The student will not
be assigned a room unless they pay
the $300 on the designated day for
them to select a room. More detailed
information will be forthcoming, but

if you have any questions feel free to
contact the Housing and Residence
Life Department at (229) 333-5920.

Parents & Family Members
Would you like to keep up
with what is happening with your
college student and at Valdosta
State University? Join the Valdosta
State University Parents & Families
Association. Dues are $25 (for two
parents) per year. Your membership
dues include 2 membership cards,
2 car decals, a 5% discount at the
VSU bookstore, and a quarterly email
newsletter. Go to www.valdosta.edu/
prc for more information and to print
an application form.



Special
Programs

Valdosta State University has
organized living learning programs to
promote leadership and academic
success. First year students are
encouraged to participate in these
opportunities to ease into the
transition from high school to college.
Freshman Year Experience and the
Emerging Leaders programs were
developed just for rst year students.
Each program guides the student in
making choices, so the most exciting
and rewarding experience is possible
at Valdosta State University.

[JIThe Freshman Year Experience Program, coordinated
by the Of ce of Academic Student Instructional Support, is
a year-long student success program designed to maximize
every student s potential. Most of the students participating
in the Freshman Year Experience Program are students

that have not decided on a major. The main program
components are the Freshman Seminar, Leaning Cohorts,
and Learning Assistance and Supplemental Instruction. The
Freshman Seminar is a two semester course that students
take with an assigned faculty member. Each student is also
assigned to a learning cohort that consists of approximately
25 students. This community of peers provides students
with a small group of fellow students. Supplemental
Instruction is provided by a Freshman Seminar Instructor
that is appointed to a student. They work with students one-
on-one to help develop study and test-taking skills, and they
educate students on the course advisement process and
procedures. In addition, they provide accurate information
on core curriculum requirements and scheduling and teach
students to take an active role in their own advisement.
Valdosta State University also believes that a healthy living
environment promotes success. Therefore, the participants
in this program are housed in Brown Hall. The extra support
provided by the program makes the transition from high
school to college smoother for the rst year student.

[JlLeaderQuest is a series of programs coordinated by
the Of ce of Orientation and Leadership Programs at
Valdosta State University. Emerging Leaders is just one of
three leadership programs in LeaderQuest. The Emerging
Leader Program is designed to enhance leadership styles,
develop individual leadership potential, and promote
personal development. The program provides new students
the opportunity to be involved in campus leadership
opportunities that will enhance their collegiate experience.
Students accepted to Valdosta State University receive

a brochure in the mail inviting them to join the Emerging
Leader Program. After completing the application a
committee selects approximately 100 rst year students.
The selected students are allowed to move into the
residence halls early, attend a pre-semester 2 day retreat,
and receive 2 semester credits for a leadership class

they will be taking in the Fall semester. Other bene ts of
program include community service opportunities, dinner
with the VSU President, pre-registration of two freshman
level core classes, and an on-campus housing assignment
in a designated residence hall with other members of

the Emerging Leader Program. Applications will also be
available at the Leadership website: www.valdosta.edu/
leadership.






